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The Communion of Saints 
 

November 1st is the Feast of All Saints. It is a holy day in the Church to honor all saints. Who is a 

saint? Certainly those men and women who have been called to live lives in union with Christ, and 

some who have accomplished some or many deeds to bring about the Kingdom of God. Pope Francis 

says that the core of holiness is to experience union with Christ, the mysteries of his life, and to let 

ourselves be transformed by the mysteries we celebrate. (Be Glad and Rejoice document 2018). 

All people are called to holiness, to be saints. All Saints Day celebrates all saints. You and me, 

hopefully, and all who are living in the Communion of Saints, and who are daily transformed by the 

mysteries in the life of Christ that we celebrate. 

Holiness is found in the person who sits next to me at Mass. It is found in the parents who are 

struggling to sustain their family. It is found in the person striving to break an addiction. We could go 

on and on in the lives of many people. Bishop Robert Barron says that the more we share the Divine 

life of God in us with others, the more this Divine life of God increases in us. This is so true about all 

the saints. 

On November 2nd we celebrate the feast day for All Souls. This day also calls to mind the doctrine of 

the Communion of Saints. We pray for our relatives and friends on this day who have passed away.  

We believe they are also saints in need of our prayers and who are perhaps waiting to experience the 

fullness of their union with God. 

We pray on this day. “Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them.  
May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed through the mercy of God rest in peace. 
Amen.” 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church #954 gives us the definition of the Communion of Saints. The 

Catechism describes the Communion of Saints as those who are “pilgrims on earth, others who have 

died and are being purified, while still others are in glory, contemplating in full light, God, Triune and 

One.” 

Sr. Barbara Woeste, O.S.B. 

 

The word Eucharist means thanksgiving. Please, join together as a parish 
to celebrate Thanksgiving Mass at 9 a.m., Thursday, November 28, 2019. 
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