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Advent Expectations 
 

December 1 is the First Sunday of Advent this year. You notice in the Liturgy some changes, the 
vestments of the bishop, priests and deacon are purple. The third week of Advent, Gaudete Sunday, 
the vestment will be rose colored. This represents the joy of the third week of Advent, that the coming 
of Christ on Christmas is getting nearer. 

The Advent wreath’s candles represent these colors and are lit on the weeks corresponding to the 
same as the vestments. The evergreen wreath upon which the candles are fixed represents a circle, 
symbolizing eternal life. 

During the season of Advent, we look to the three comings of Jesus and prepare our hearts and lives 
for this coming. Jesus comes to us today in history, mystery and majesty. 

The Gospel readings for Advent reflect our anticipation for Christ’s coming in these ways. 

The First Sunday of Advent looks to the second coming of Jesus. 

The Second Sunday of Advent recalls the preaching of John the Baptist and his admonition to 
“Prepare the way of the Lord.” 

The Third Sunday of Advent is again about John the Baptist and the reading is about the joy 
anticipated with the coming of the Savior. 

The Fourth Sunday of Advent Gospel involves Mary and Joseph that led directly to the birth of Jesus. 

Auxiliary Bishop Robert Barron has a good reflection on Advent, which is very relevant.  

“Jesus says, ‘The Son of Man will come on a day we least expect.’ Why isn’t this good news for some 
people? Well if he is the life, that life which is opposed to him has to give way. And if he is the truth, 
then false claimants to the truth must cede to him, and if he is the way, then false ways have to be 
abandoned. So as we await the Lord’s second coming, we must give our lives to him and renounce 
everything that opposes him.” 

We have Advent books available for each family to pick up at the greeter’s desk so that we may read 
a passage each day to reflect on this season of preparation. 

Sr. Barbara Woeste, O.S.B. 

 

RCIA 
On December 1st, we welcome Leslie Huffines, Aiden Foley and Blake Foley as Catechumens in the 

Rite of Acceptance. We also welcome Carol Leonhart and Kelsey Middleton as Candidates in the Rite 

of Welcome. We ask your prayers for them as they walk with us on our journey of faith. 

November 2019  


