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What Is Virtus
From the website of the Diocese of Covington:
“The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and
Young People states: Dioceses/eparchies are to maintain “safe environment” programs which the
diocesan/eparchial bishop deems to be in accord with Catholic moral principles. They are to
be conducted cooperatively with parents, civil authorities, educators, and community
organizations to provide education and training for minors, parents, ministers, employees,
volunteers, and others about ways to sustain and foster a safe environment for minors.
The Diocese of Covington chose to use the VIRTUS Safe Environment Programs to train both our
children and adults. VIRTUS is the brand name that identifies best practice programs designed
to help prevent wrongdoing and promote “right doing” within religious organizations. The
VIRTUS programs empower organizations and people to better control risk and improve the lives
of all those who interact with the church.”
All employees and all volunteers are required to complete VIRTUS training and to maintain
their currency by completing on-going training in the form of monthly bulletins. A background
check is also required to start working or volunteering and is renewable every five years.
Once an employee or volunteer in any one of our diocesan churches, schools, institutions, or
agencies, registers and completes an initial in-person VIRTUS training, they are prompted each
month, via email, to sign-in and read a brief article and answer a question about the article. If
you do not have email, I can provide hard copies of the articles to you.
Recently, I’ve been in contact with many of you about a renewal of your background check and
the steps we can do together to accomplish it. Please know how grateful I am for your patience,
your understanding, and your willingness to continue to share your time and talent as a
volunteer here at the Cathedral, and to comply with the requirements to keep a safe
environment for all of us. To find out more about VIRTUS, please go to:
https://covdio.org/safe-environment/how-do-i-start/
I’ll be taking my annual sabbatical in July and August but will be checking in periodically to see
if you’ve left me any questions or messages. We ask for your continued prayers for the intentions
in our intention book and also prayers for vocations to the priesthood and religious life.
Have a good Summer!

Sr. Barbara Woeste, O.S.B

