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OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

CATHEDRAL ENDOWMENT FUND
Please remember the Cathedral in your Will or Estate plans.

Please call the Parish Office.

MEMBERSHIP
We welcome all newcomers moving into our Parish.

Please register at the Parish Office or after Mass
as soon as possible. If you plan to move from

the Parish, please let us know.

MASS SCHEDULE
Daily Mass: 8:15 a.m., Monday through Friday

Saturday: 4:30 p.m. (Vigil)
Sunday: 7:30 a.m.; 10:00 a.m.; 5:30 p.m.

Televised Mass: Sunday 10:00 a.m.
On the CW – Over the air Channel 12-2

Cincinnati Bell Fioptics – Channels 17 or 517
Spectrum: Northern KY – Channel 25

Live Streamed Mass, 4:30 p.m.: covcathedral.com
Holy Day of Obligation:

5:30 p.m. (Vigil, except All Saints); 10:00 a.m.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Friday: 12:00 – 1:00 p.m.
Saturday: 3:00 – 4:00 p.m.
Anytime by appointment

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Please call the Parish Office.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE
Please call the Parish Office at least one year

before the proposed wedding date.

CATHEDRAL PRAYER NETWORK
Please sign the book in the north entrance.

SAFE ENVIRONMENT
To report Sexual Misconduct in the Diocese of Covington, 

please contact: Ms. Julie Feinauer, Diocesan Victims’ 
Assistance Coordinator, 859-392-1500.

St. Mary’s Cathedral 
Basilica of the 

Assumption
1101 Madison Avenue Covington, Kentucky 41011
Phone: 859-431-2060 Fax: 859-431-8444

Web Page: covcathedral.com



ST. MARY’S CATHEDRAL	 COVINGTON, KENTUCKY

CATHEDRAL BASILICA
OF THE ASSUMPTION

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2025
First Sunday of Advent

Reading I: Isaiah 2:1-5
Responsorial Psalm: 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9
Reading II: Romans 13:11-14
Gospel: Matthew 24:37-44

From the Rector’s Desk…

As we enter into the season of Advent, 
let us open our hearts to the graces the 
Lord offers us during these holy days. 
Advent is a time of quiet and peaceful 
anticipation. We await in faith the 
coming of the Lord at the end of time 
when Jesus says, “Behold, I make all 
things new” (Rev. 21:5). We wait with 
patient longing and expectation for the 

celebration of the Lord’s birth when the eternal Word of God 
was “made incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 
Mary, he shared our human nature in all things but sin” 
(Eucharistic Prayer IV). Let us keep this season holy by 
making room in our daily life for silence, time to reflect in our 
heart and be with the Lord in prayer. The days of Advent seem 
to move by quickly, so let us make the most of each day by 
staying close to the daily Mass readings and inviting our Lord 
into the events of our daily life through prayer so we can 
experience His presence and His love. The prayer after the 
Our Father at Mass is a fitting prayer for each day of Advent, 
“Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, graciously grant 
peace in our days, that, by the help of your mercy, we may be 
always free from sin and safe from all distress, as we await in 
joyful hope and the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ” 
(Roman Missal).

Fr. Maher

Cathedral Parish Annual Advent Giving Tree 
Each dove ornament has a suggested item to donate. Please 
take an ornament from the tree and return an unwrapped gift by 
December 14th. Gifts may be placed under the tree at a weekend 
Mass or taken to the Parish Office. If you donate a gift card, 
please give your donation to an usher. Your gifts will be given to 
those served at Welcome House.

Bambinelli Blessing
Bishop John Iffert invites you and your family and friends to attend 
the fourth annual Bambinelli and Christmas Tree Blessing from 
5:30-7:00 p.m., Saturday, December 13, 2025, in St. Mary’s Park 
(across from the Cathedral). Come see the blessing and lighting 
of the diocesan Christmas tree, listen to live parish and school 
choirs, enjoy homemade cookies and hot cocoa, and hear a 
Nativity story. Bring the Baby Jesus figure from your home Nativity 
to receive a special blessing from Bishop Iffert and be part of a 
Catholic Advent tradition. No RSVP required. All are welcome.

Christmas Flower Donations
To ensure your tribute appears in the Christmas 
Memorial booklet, please make your flower 
donations by December 15, 2025. Thank you!

The Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption’s 
Saturday, 4:30 p.m. Vigil Mass is recorded and broadcast  
at 10:00 a.m. Sunday on The CW. 
Over the air (antenna) channel 12-2, Cincinnati Bell Fioptics 
channels 17 or 517, Spectrum-Northern KY channel 25, Spectrum 
– Hamilton Co. Channel 20 or 1024, and DirectTV 25. The Mass is 
live streamed and available to view on covcathedral.com. Support 
for this ministry comes from Saint Elizabeth Healthcare and the 
Carol Ann and Ralph V. Haile, Jr. Foundation.

The Cathedral Concert Series continues its 49th Season with 
the annual Advent Festival of Lessons and Carols at 3:00 p.m., 
Sunday, December 7, 2025. Scripture and Sacred Song foretell 
of the coming Nativity. All are welcome to attend and participate. 
Bishop John Iffert will be Presider. Choral pieces sung by the Basilica 
Bishop’s Choir and Advent Hymns respond to seven readings. The 
Historic Matthias Schwab will be played by guest organist, Richard 
Redmon. Featured composers include Mendelssohn, Goudimel, 
Josquin, Vaughan-Williams, Hancock, and Schaffer. All Cathedral 
Concerts are open to the public with no admission charge. A freewill 
offering is gladly accepted. For Concert Series information, please 
visit cathedralconcertseries.org.

Mass for the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, a Holy Day of Obligation, will 

be celebrated at 10:00 a.m. 
and 5:30 p.m., Monday, 
December 8, 2025. On this 
feast, we celebrate Mary’s 
conception free from the 
stain of Original Sin, and 
we recognize that Mary’s 

life began the moment she was conceived in the womb of  
St. Anne. So, too, does every human life begin at the moment 
of fertilization: “You formed my inmost being; you knit me in 
my mother’s womb” (Ps 139:13).

Reservations due on Tuesday, December 2nd –  
Annual Parish Gathering
The community of St. Mary’s Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption 
invites parishioners to the annual parish gathering in celebration 
of the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. Join together for a delicious buffet supper and 
fellowship in the Bishop Howard Memorial Auditorium on the 
lower level of the Curia following the 5:30 p.m. Holy Day Mass 
on Monday, December 8, 2025. Dinner reservations are required. 
Please email tbrundage@covcathedral.com or call 859-431-2060 
with your name and the number attending by Tuesday, December 
2, 2025. There is no charge for dinner, however, donations will  
be accepted.

Retrouvaille – HOPE for couples going through difficult 
times in their marriages. Retrouvaille is a program of 
healing and renewal consisting of one weekend and  
six follow-up sessions over the course of two months. For 
confidential information or to register for the upcoming 
program beginning with a weekend on January 9-11, 2026, 
please call 513-486-6222 or visit www.HelpOurMarriage.org.Visit myparishapp.com



sarah wells december 2025

    Happy First Sunday of Advent! Today the Church celebrates the start of a new
liturgical year with remembrance of Christ’s coming in the Incarnation, gratitude for His
presence in the Eucharist here and now, and preparation for his Second Coming as Just
Judge. 
     The readings from the first Sunday of Advent until December 16 focus on the
Parousia, the Second Coming of Christ. Parousia is a Greek word meaning “arrival,” and
most commonly referred to a visit from someone of high respect or even a king. In the
Gospels, this word was used only once in Matthew 24 (the Gospel reading for today), to
refer to Christ’s coming again. As Catholics, we call to mind the Second Coming at each
mass with the Mystery of Faith: “We proclaim your death, O Lord, and profess your
resurrection, until you come again.” We also profess our belief in the Second Coming in
the Nicene Creed: “He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his
kingdom will have no end.” 

The Catechism teaches us that “we
are already ‘at the last hour.’ Already
the final age of the world is with us,
and the renewal of the world is
irrevocably under way” (CCC 670),
though “it is not for you to know the
times or seasons which the Father
has fixed by his own authority” (CCC
673). At that coming, the hearts of
each person will come to light. “Then
will the culpable unbelief that
counted the offer of God’s grace as
nothing be condemned. Our attitude
about our neighbor will disclose
acceptance or refusal of grace and
divine love. On the last day Jesus will
say: ‘Truly I say to you, as you did it to 

one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me” (CCC 678). 

    The coming of Jesus as a little baby in a stable is a sweet idea, but most people are
reluctant to dwell on the coming of Christ as judge of their soul, revealing their intentions

Icon of the Tree of Jesse from Saint Catherine's
Monastery on Mount Sinai 



and failures to love. Though the Parousia might strike a healthy fear of the Lord within you,
at its core it is not a condemnation, but a message of hope and of dignity. Romano Guardini
writes in his book Learning the Virtues: That Lead You to God, “When one speaks of [the
Final Judgment] it is usually as of something dreadful. In reality, the judgment is a
testimony of honor for man, for it places him in a position of responsibility. Only a free and
responsible being can be judged." The gift of life, of reason, intellect, and will, these are gifts
that come with significant gravity and a demand for stewardship. But the Lord is clear that
He is providing the grace we need to live well and to welcome His coming at the end of time. 
     The second and third Sunday readings of Advent are about John the Baptist and
throughout these weeks, we hear from the prophet Isaiah almost daily. These readings place
the Church into the mind of the Jewish people who awaited a Messiah. John the Baptist is
known as the link between the Old and New Testaments, because, when the Jews asked
who he is, he responds, “I am ‘the voice of one crying out in the desert, ‘Make straight the
way of the Lord,’[a] as Isaiah the prophet said.” (Jn 1:23). 
     From December 17 up until the Feast of the Nativity, we are brought deeper into this
longing with the O Antiphons, which are a set of antiphons preceding the Canticle of Mary
(the Magnificat) in Evening Prayer. Antiphons are short sentences that are prayed prior to
and after Scriptural excerpts in the Liturgy of the Hours. Antiphons are not direct quotes
from Scripture, but instead emphasize important parts of the Scripture that they precede
and follow. The O Antiphons date back to the seventh century and each one addresses
Christ directly with “O” followed by a title of Christ. The titles are as follows and are all
taken from the book of Isaiah: Dec. 17, O’ Sapientia (meaning O Wisdom), from Isaiah 11:2-3;
Dec. 18, O’ Adonai (O Lord or Ruler), 11:4-5 and 33:22; Dec. 19, O’ Radix (O Rod of Jesse),
11:1; Dec. 20, O’ Clavis (O Key of David), 22:22; Dec. 21, O’ Oriens (O Radiant Dawn), 9:1; Dec.
22, O’ Rex Gentium (O King of the Nations), 2:4; Dec. 23, O’ Emmanuel (O God with Us), 7:14. 
     I encourage you to look up the full antiphons and pray with them, or even read Evening
Prayer of the Liturgy of the Hours on those dates. For now, I will discuss only one of the
titles: Rod of Jesse. You might hear rod replaced by root, or Flower of Jesse’s stem. This
title comes from Isaiah 11, which is entitled “The Ideal Davidic King” and tells of a new king
and the peace that his reign will bring. Rod of Jesse is a figure of speech referring to Christ
as an offshoot of the genealogical tree of Jesse, the father of King David. There is a word
often overlooked in Is. 11:1: “But a shoot shall spring from the stump of Jesse.” The word
“stump” signifies that the tree has been cut down. This reflects the state of the Jewish
monarchy at the time due to the sinfulness of their kings and the need for a new king to rise
up. This new king will be “anointed” and will have the gifts of the Holy Spirit (Is. 11:2-3),
which will set him apart from all the others. This passage is a foretelling of the Incarnation
as well as the Second Coming, when Christ shall “judge the poor with justice and decide
fairly for the land’s afflicted” (Is. 11:4). 
     The focus of Advent is the fulfillment of God’s promise in both the birth of the Christ-
Child and His return at the end of the age. The mass readings of Advent draw us deeper into
these realities that we may, as the priest prays in the embolism, “await the blessed hope,
the coming of our savior Jesus Christ.”



FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT	 NOVEMBER 30, 2025

LITURGICAL MINISTERS:
Saturday, December 6, 2025
4:30 p.m.	 Lector: Sandy Nagel
	 Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:  

Larry Andrzejewski, Estelle Fischer, Stephanie 
Hennessey, Ken Wolford

	 Altar: Pontifical servers
Sunday, December 7, 2025
7:30 a.m.	 Lector: LeeAnn Kordenbrock
	 Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:  

Maria McBride, Steve Sahlfeld
	 Altar: Ken Vieth, Mel Mueller
10:00 a.m.	 Lector: Erin Greelish
		  Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion: 

  April Bertoli, John Bertoli, Amy Engelman, 
  Bonnie Hugus, Dave Otte

	 Altar: Jack Bertoli, Kate Bertoli, Tommy Brown, 
Carl Creech, Dan Fletcher, Zack Litton

5:30 p.m.	 Lector: Dave Custer
	 Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:  

Toni Akers, Joel Baker, Katie Baker,  
Tom Donnelly

	 Altar: Adam Brunelle, Jacob Brunelle,  
Xavier Commodore, Jim Frondorf

IMPORTANT – Each family registered in the parish should 
receive the free weekly mailing of The Messenger. If you 
have not been receiving it, please call the Parish Office at
859-431-2060.

Please pray for our parishioners and family
Katie Baker, Brad Fritz, Edward Littig, John Walcutt, Maria Weller, 
Cathi Bleile, Janice Northcutt, Mary Beth Peavler, Jim Albright, 
Ralph Pranger, Josh Rohling, Joan and Ralph Arnsparger, Ken 
Raisbeck, Neil Blunt, Berry Mang, the Juilf Family, Gerry Zembrodt, 
Alissa Light, Wladyslawa Balaban, Theresa Goeke, Sharon Koenig, 
Madeleine Smith, William Davin, Amy Michels, Michael Trimpe, 
Geraldine Hallahan, Hannah Tolson, Helen Fehr, Amy Goeke,  
Joan McGearty, Jill Humphries, Barb Armstrong, Marion Keen, and 
Vicki Smith. May they find comfort in the healing touch of Jesus.

Care of the Sick
If you know of a parishioner who is in the hospital or care center 
who would like a visit from the parish clergy, please call the Parish 
Office. We rely on family or friends to let us know when someone 
is in the hospital.

Estate Planning
For your protection and security of your family and heirs, consult 
an attorney about making out your Will. While reviewing your 
estate plan, please consider including the Cathedral Endowment 
Fund. Please contact Finance Council Chair Rick Lehman about 
the Cathedral Endowment Fund, at 859-431-2060.

Help after Abortion
Our past decisions can leave us feeling messy. God is bigger 
than any of our messes. Don’t let this keep you from His love and 
forgiveness. Project Rachel can help. Contact: projectrachel@
covdio.org or 859-392-1547. All communication is confidential.

Prayer Group
8:00 a.m., Saturdays in the Parish Office. Call Deacon Franzen 
859-394-8486.

Saturday, November 29
	 4:30 p.m.	 Lawrence Strassburger
Sunday, November 30
	 7:30 a.m.	 Intention of Michelle Sendelback
	 10:00 a.m.	 Intention of Jenni Topmiller
	 5:30 p.m.	 Cathedral Parishioners and Benefactors
Monday, December 1
	 8:15 a.m.	 Mary Jean Bolan
Tuesday, December 2
	 8:15 a.m.	 Intention of Mary Creech
Wednesday, December 3
	 8:15 a.m.	 Intention of Bishop Roger Foys
Thursday, December 4
	 9:00 a.m.	 Don Tobler
Friday, December 5
	 8:15 a.m.	 Intention of Charlie and Lolly Jung
Saturday, December 6
	 4:30 p.m.	 Thelma Coldiron
Sunday, December 7 – Second Sunday of Advent
	 7:30 a.m.	 Rebecca DeLong
	 10:00 a.m.	 Donald and Mary Harris
	 5:30 p.m.	 Cathedral Parishioners and Benefactors

Collection for Sunday, November 9, 2025
Envelopes (86)	 $	 3,577.80
Loose	 $	 2,365.00
Diocesan	 $	 3,115.39
Total	 $	 9,058.19
St. Vincent de Paul donations  
for October, 2025:	 $	 7,080.16

Thank you!

E-Giving at the Cathedral
For information, please visit our website: www.covcathedral.com

Catholic Charities
Client Care 859-581-9874, 3629 Church Street, Covington,  
KY 41015.

Public Tours of the Cathedral
After 10:00 a.m. Mass on Sunday, December 14, 2025.

Weekly Rosary – In the Blessed Sacrament Chapel after 8:15 
a.m., Mass on Thursdays.

 
To donate, please visit 

https://givecatholicnky.org

The closing Mass for  
the Jubilee year  
will take place on  

Sunday, December 28, 2025 
at 10:00 a.m. at  
the Cathedral.
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THE MOTHER
OF GOD

CEMETERY
AND CHAPEL
MAUSOLEUM

FOR DETAILS
Call SaleS & InformatIon:
motherofgodCemetery.Com

431-0614

Timothy C. Rolf
PRESIDENT

530 Hodge Street 
Newport, KY

859-291-5933 Tel 
859-655-7441 FaxINNOVATIVE 

SINCE 1895

#M00135
261-8269

THE IMBUS ROOFING CO., INC.
5 CHARLIN DR., WILDER, KY

859-781-2260

Imbus

Connley Brothers
Funeral Home

Latonia, KY
431-2241“Since 1939”

www.connleybrothersfuneralhome.com

www.stelizabeth.com
• Covington • Edgewood • Florence

• Ft. Thomas • Falmouth • Grant

Victory Battery
All types of batteries

1502 Russell St., Covington

581-0343

RON KIRN – OWNER
21 E. 4TH ST.
COVINGTON

AUTO 
REPAIR 

& SALES 
INC.

EXPERT PAINT & BODY REPAIR
FRAME SERVICE – SINCE 1980
GUARANTEED COLOR MATCH

859.431.0218

&

17 West Southern Avenue
Latonia, Kentucky
859-431-3982

WEDDING INVITATIONS

FUNERAL HOME
A Tradition of Service with Care & Compassion 

since the 1860’s
3312 Madison Pike, Ft. Wright, KY

859-341-7800 or visit middendorf-funeralhome.com
David E. Middendorf • Noah D. Middendorf

Not Affiliated With Any Other Funeral Home

859-341-1200
Lisa & Kris Knochelmann, Owners

A Great Place for Steak & SeafoodA Great Place for Steak & Seafood

Winner 
of the 

Best Steak 
Award

9 Years!

318 Greenup St.
Covington, KY
859-360-0840

Tuesday & Sunday Steak Nights
www.blinkerstavern.com

319 Fairfield Avenue
Bellevue, KY
859-261-3636

Specializing in refurbished 
high-end watches, new and estate jewelry,

 and a large selection of
gia certified diamonds.

Offering Short-Term Rehabilitation,
Memory Care, & Long-Term Care.

4250 Glenn Avenue
Covington, KY

rosedalegreen.org
859.431.2244

3802 Turkeyfoot Road
Elsmere, KY

emeraldtrace.org
859.342.0200

INSPIRED LivingLiving

ARC ELECTRIC
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING, INC.

859-441-7161

24 Hour Emergency Service
Service all makes and models

Since 1953
#MO2125-CE 17369INSTALL CONFIDENCE

716 Madison Ave., Covington
FREE DELIVERY • 859-431-2857

Need New Flooring For Your Home or Business?
We’ll Help You Pick It Out & We’ll Expertly Install It.

Call 859-261-9608
Ask about special offers just for our neighbors!

ellISon PaIntIng 
& ContraCtIng

Fully Insured
859-431-5268
859-992-5171

eSt. 1948

Compliments of

FRIENDSFRIENDS

Compliments of

A FRIENDA FRIEND

Compliments of

PERFORMANCE LEXUS PERFORMANCE LEXUS 
NORTHERN KYNORTHERN KY

In Memory of the 
Deceased in the 
Schlarman and
Hug Families

Copiers • Printers • Software Solutions
www.peterpauloffice.com  

513-721-0865

Happiness is a Clean Home
Your Time is Valuable, Ours is Affordable

DEB-LIN CLEANING SERVICE
Insured & Bonded

Debbie Schnuderl
859-760-6408

May you be blessed by the Lord who made 
Heaven and Earth! – Psalm 115:15

= FAST.TAX.
 REFUNDS!

FLASHTAX@GMAIL.COM
1424 SCOTT ST., COVINGTON, KY 

859.261.1040

KATRINA ROBKE HOLTMEIER I Realtor, MRP

513-504-0280 • www.ScarlettPG.com
katrina@scarlettpg.com

HELMER Plumbing, Inc.
859-746-1748

JOHN HELMER, Owner - Master Plumber
Residential & Commercial

Since 1955 • New Construction
Water Heaters • Drain Cleaning

859-486-1081
MLight@huff.com

www.MitchLight.com

 REALTOR ® | Licensed in KY & OH

Follow Me!
@mitchlighthuffrealty

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

Cathedral Parishioner & Volunteer

859-486-1081
MLight@huff.com

www.MitchLight.com

 REALTOR ® | Licensed in KY & OH

Follow Me!
@mitchlighthuffrealty

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

Cathedral Parishioner & Volunteer

PLEASE PATRONIZE THE ADVERTISERS 
WHO MAKE OUR BULLETIN POSSIBLE, 

AT NO COST TO THE PARISH.

Specializing in:
• Urns
• Wedding Card 

Boxes
• End Grain 

Cutting Boards
...and so much more.

Custom. Thoughtful. Timeless.

859-801-1987

HandsInWoodCreations.com

Compliments of

at the


